-

Earsdon Methodist

Our Lady & St. Edmund

St. John’s Backworth

CHURCH

VIEWS

March
2020

£1.00

Immaculate Heart of Mary




THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
March 2020

During February we certainly endured some wild weather; mind you
March is renowned for its winds, so we may not yet be out of the woods.
However, for me there is a positive side to all of this. Whilst I grieve
with those whose homes have been flooded and battered by the wind and
rain and cannot imagine the horrors they have faced, I feel really blessed
when returning to our own home when the roads are wet and the gutters
are streaming, for I can put on the kettle and get warm by drinking tea and
sitting by the fire.

I guess for most of us we would happily turn up the television volume to
drown out the rumblings of thunder. (Unless like one of my elderly
relations you rush around the house unnecessarily unplugging every
electrical device you can lay your hands on). Then the joy of coming
home and shaking the water from your umbrella and leaving it to look
like an abandoned satellite dish propped up in the kitchen; and the delight
of taking off your soaked coat, draping it over a chair beside the radiator
and sliding out of wet shoes and slipping into your slippers, making your
toes tingle, must be some of winter’s delights.

Certainly, it is nice to be home when the weather outside is fine, but the
snugness is just a little bit extra when it’s tipping down and blowing a
hooley.

Mark Twain is reported to have said, “The rain is famous for falling on
the just and unjust alike, but if I had the management of such affairs I
would rain softly and sweetly on the just, but if I caught a sample of the
unjust outdoors I would drench him.” This may be a sentiment with
which we feel sympathy at times, but not what Jesus originally
intended, I am sure.

As we are now in the season of Lent, some of us may have tried to give
up certain things as a token observance of Jesus’s forty days of fasting in
the wilderness. I have always found this hard to do, and for me it is
unhelpful ~ a bit like going out into the storm to deliberately get wet
because it seems a way to punish myself.
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Rather I prefer to see the positive side to this. It is a time to reflect on how
love was shown in the life and sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus and
what that actually means for me today, and how should I react to this. Can
I be kinder? Can I do something positive that I would not normally do? It
is still not always easy, but as well as speaking about the equal
distribution of rain, Jesus also said that God made the sun rise on the bad
and the good. So, I am really going to try to cause at least one bright spot
this Lent.

Wes Blakey



ACORN GARDEN SERVICE

“All gardening work undertaken. No matter
how small or big”

Save £££°s on
Tidy ups, Rotovating, Tree work,
Hedges cut or removed, Fencing,
Turfing, Lawn cutting or treatment, etc...

All work guaranteed
For a free estimate
Call Robert on (0191) 274 7580 or
07950548305
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http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/nature/plants/gardening/lawn-mower.gif

BOX BROTHER MOTORS

Now at
Unit 18b, Wesley Drive, Holystone,
Benton Square Industrial Estate
Telephone: (0191) 215 9221

MOT Testing * Servicing * Repairs
All makes of cars and light commercial vehicles

For all your flowers
The Garden Shop, florist

Sarah Ramsay

31 llfracombe Gardens, Whitley Bay i3
Tel: (0191) 2522553

Weddings, Funerals, Births, Anniversaries

http://www.thegardenshopflorist.com/

The Edward Eccles Hall is available for hire -
Birthday Parties, Anniversaries,
Funeral Wakes etc.

£17.50 per hour.

Please ring (0191) 237 3705
to enquire about availability.




R.J.RYLAND

Funeral Services

1 Farringdon Road, Cullercoats

Tel: (0191) 252 6500 or (0191) 257 0222

Serving North Tyneside
and the Newcastle Area

¥ Personal 24 hour Service
4 Private Rest Facilities
;% Pre-arrangement Plans

* for Peace of Mind

R. J. Ryland
MBIE, DIP.FD, MBIFD

Caring for your loved ones
with dignity and understanding

www.rylandfuneral.co.uk




HOME SERVICES (NE) LTD.

HIGH QUALITY DOMESTIC & HOME
SUPPORT SERVICE
EST. FOR 20 YEARS.

ALL DOMESTIC WORK, LAUNDRY/IRONING,
MEAL PREPARATION, SHOPPING, CLEANING
INSIDE WINDOWS, AND COMPANIONSHIP

All staff are local, police checked and not self employed. We are covered
by a business insurance policy.

You will get the same workers on the same day, at the same time. Every
visit to suit your needs. We provide a free, no obligation assessment to
determine you individual needs. During each visit we will carry out the
task you say need doing within your chosen time slot. We can also carry
out tasks outside your chosen time slot.

If our clients or their families are feeling unwell, cannot manage or just
have no time, they ring us and we can help. We have popped in to see
clients to change light bulbs, take pets to the vets, and pick up shopping.
We have accompanied clients to hospital/doctors, walked dogs, called
plumbers/electricians, mobile hairdressers and arranged to have bins
emptied and rubbish removed. Just to mention a few of the things we
have done for our clients. Anything clients need doing (within health &
safety guidelines), we will do our best to help. Our services can be
increased or decreased according to changes in circumstances.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL JAN LEE
Tele: (0191) 296 6838
Mobile: 07890690202
E-Mail: leejanet253@gmail.com

Yell.com 5-star review!
Check out the individual reviews at
https://www.yell.com/biz/home-services-ne-ltd-north-shields-8827785/
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Forthcoming events

EARSDON & BACKWORTH MOTHER’S UNION:
Wednesday, 18th March, 1.45pm in the Eccles Hall.
The speaker is Georgia E Brown -Author.

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Friday, 6th March, 2pm at St. Andrew’s United Reformed Church,
Eastfield Avenue, Monkseaton. This Service has been prepared by
The Christian women of Zimbabwe.

EARSDON & WELLFIELD WOMEN’S INSTITUTE ]
Friday, 20th March 2020 - BIRTHDAY PARTY ! ;

ECUMENICAL SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Just to bring you up to date with the two events that we organise each
year. They are a Coffee Morning in January, which is usually in the same
week as the Week for Christian Unity, and a Cheese and Wine Evening
with entertainment, which is held in June.

The Coffee Morning this year made £296.80. As usual it was well
attended and very sociable.

The next Cheese and Wine Evening will be on Thursday, 2nd July at
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Donations made last year went to :

North of England Children’s Cancer Research £200.
Whitley Bay Beach Wheelchairs for the Disabled ~ £100.
Tynemouth Voluntary Life Brigade £100.
People’s Kitchen £200.

Greggs Vouchers for the Homeless in Whitley Bay £ 50.
Ella Heaney (Committee Member.)



Two 80 year olds celebrating with cake and wine in the Eccles Hall.
Congratulations to Alan Storey and Sylvia Turnbull!

Please do consider using the services of our advertisers who loyally
support our church magazine. If you know anyone who would be
interested in taking out an advertisement, please
email: magazine@stalbansearsdon.org.uk
or call Jean on 0191 2377273




Sister and brother, Charlotte and Daniel were both active members of

St Albans Sunday school, and have now graduated to become servers;

a very special moment in their young Christian lives as they serve for the
first time together.

Charlotte also competed in the national cross country competition
yesterday and she came in at a very well deserved third place!

(Many thanks, Cathryn.)
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Birthday celebrations at Mothers’ Union

From left to right as we
look at the picture ...
Mabel, Sylvia, and Kath.

Hope you enjoyed
yourselves, ladies!

= I’m not mentioning any
~— names, but “someone” is
also celebrating on page 9.

Is there such a thing as too
much cake, Sylvia?

Thanks to Pam (MU) for
sending these in.




Call Ali G
Hi All. For Lent this year, I would like to do something a little
different than the norm.

So this year I will be donating my time to help any member of
St Alban’s congregation in any way I can.

E.g. if you have any minor repair work that needs doing to your
homes (nothing electrical)

CALL ALI G !!!

If you need shopping and aren’t able to do it yourself -
CALL ALI G I!!

If you need transport for local travel, instead of calling a taxi -
CALL ALT G !!!

If you need your windows cleaned, or a bit of housework done e.g.
dusting, hoovering, washing-up etc. -
CALL ALI G !!!

My motto: I’'M HAPPY TO HELP !
SO IF YOU NEED ME, CALL ME !
ALI G:- 07729 805 957

It’s all free !!!

I really hope that Ali knows what he’s let himself in for! As I said
on Facebook - I, for one, have loads of jobs need doing!




GARY

TAKER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

S
r

Here for you 24/7, 365 days a year
Family run, local and independent
funeral directors offering free funeral

planning advice

Whitley Bay Shiremoor
40 Earsdon Road, NE25 9ST 80 South Street, NE27 OHS
Tel 0191 252 3635 Tel 0191 253 2529
info@garystaker.co.uk shiremoor@garystaker.co.uk




Welcome to “The Secret Life of St Alban’s and St John’s Folk”.
This month we have been talking with Joyce Taylor, from
St. Alban’s church.

1) Where were you born?

North Shields Frater Maternity Hospital which is now a housing estate.

2) What do you do during the week, when you’re not at church?

I work full time as an Occupational Health Co-ordinator for North
Tyneside Council and volunteer at Cruse Bereavement Care in Heaton
supporting children and adults through their grief.

3) Surprise us with one of your hobbies, or something we may not
know about you

I am currently taking a Degree course at TyneMet College on a Thursday
to become a Counsellor.

4) What’s your favourite book or film?

Favourite book is Charlotte’s Web
Favourite film: Legend (One of Tom Cruse’s first films) .

5) What’s your least favourite food?
Cod Roe.

6) Tell us something you’ve learnt recently.

I’ve learnt that I have an amazing circle of support in friends and family
which I have needed to lean on recently. To know they are there, makes
me feel I am truly blessed.

7) What’s the furthest-flung place you’ve ever visited, or tell us about
somewhere interesting you have visited?

Arizona.

The Biosphere - was a test centre for astronauts hoping to go to Mars.
Now it’s an ecological centre doing research on the climate and
atmosphere.
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8) Tell us something that’s on your bucket list, or something you’ve
always wanted to do

To see the Northern Lights.

9) Sum up what being a Christian/being part of the church family
means to you

It’s about connection with the community, helping each other and
knowing that no matter what, people are always there for you in your
hour of need.

10) Do you have any prayer requests that we can ask the magazine
readers to pray for?

To hold those always in your thoughts who suffer from addiction and
have lost their way in life. Our paths are not always straight and we can
take a wrong turn sometimes or veer off course a little. The path is still
there but we sometimes need a little help to get back on it.
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CHURCH VIEWS FOR MARCH 2020 FROM THE
PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA

Stations of the Cross in Lent

== Throughout Lent, Stations of the Cross will be

) celebrated in the Parish of Our Lady Star of
.| the Sea. These will be led on two evenings a

4 Mass, and at Immaculate Heart of Mary

[ | Church in West Monkseaton on Wednesdays
at 7.30pm. The individuals or couples leading
the meditation on each Station will provide
N their own thoughts on the stages of Christ

TN . .
=L M carrying his cross to Calvary.
Tbjeeti.:(ljkss FU.. ~ The Stations of the Cross at Inmaculate Heart

of Mary Church were carved and donated by
the late parishioner John Carr, a senior shipwright at Swan Hunter’s in its
heyday, whose hobby was wood carving. Their form will be familiar to
parishioners of St Alban’s in Earsdon. John also provided the beautiful
large crucifix behind the main altar at Immaculate Heart of Mary, all of
his work evidence of his faith and his talent, both of which he practised
without fanfare.

Racial Justice Sunday

In February, on this increasingly important day, parishioners were asked
to consider the words of Pope Francis:

“The time has come to put an end to age-old prejudices, preconceptions

and mutual mistrust that are often the base of discrimination, racism and
xenophobia. No one is authorised to trample on the dignity and rights of
others.”
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John Henry Newman, 1801 -1890

At the end of February, Professor Eamon Dufty,
Emeritus Professor of the History of Christianity at the
University of Cambridge, gave a lecture on this most
recent Saint at a crowded Holy Name Church in
Jesmond, which was attended by a number of
parishioners. Professor Duffy’s lecture was introduced
by Bishop Robert Byrne CO.

First Communions

Parishioners of Our Lady Star of the Sea are delighted to learn that forty
youngsters are preparing to receive Holy Communion for the first time
later this year. This will be not only a most important step for them, but
will be celebrated by their families and the parish.

Thanks from the Scouts

During the recent Gang Show, St Edward’s Church in Whitley Bay was
happy to offer the participating Scouts their facilities as dressing rooms.
The Scouts were generous enough to make a £300 donation to the parish,
but even more welcome were their appreciative comments on the warm
welcome and great assistance they had received.

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Pilgrimage
This year’s Pilgrimage to Lourdes, under the leadership of Bishop Robert
Byrne CO, will be from 31st July to 7th August.

Gerry Latimer.
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On 25th February it was Shrove Tuesday. Also known as Pancake

Tuesday.
St Alban’s held what has now become our traditional Pancake and Quiz

night. What a wonderful night we had ...

Preparation first:
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Then the evening begins for the rest of us. The pancakes were so
delicious they were gone before anyone could take pictures. These are
from the quiz.




DAVID ROBSON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

FREE ESTIMATES

52 Gainsborough Close
Whitley Bay
Tyne and Wear
NE25 9XB

Tel: 0191 289 1735
Mobile: 07767 297505

Private and Commercial
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More from
The pancake & quiz
s Night.

{ Thanks to Ali, Jill
and Joan for the
pictures.

The winners !!!!
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Earsdon Methodist Church

Diary for March 2020
Sunday Ist 10.30am Rev’d. Rob Hufton.
Thursday 5th 12.30pm Lunch Club.

2.00pm Lent Meeting - 1.
Sunday 8th 10.30am Rev’d. John Mason.
Sunday 15th 10.30am Rev’d. Wes Blakey.
Thursday 19th 12.30pm Lunch Club.

2.00pm Lent Meeting - 2.
Sunday 22nd 10.30am Rev’d. John Mason.

(Mothering Sunday)

Sunday 20th 10.30am Rev’d. Eva Walker.

Door Stewards for Sunday Services.
Ist Mrs. B. Mangles.  15th Mrs. A. Sutton. 29th Mrs. B. Mangles.
8th Mrs. A. Finch. 22nd Mrs. H. Tilley.

Income for January.
5th - £121.00: 12th - £201.76: 19th - 119.00: 26th - £104.15.

Lent Meetings.

After the Lunch Clubs during March and the first one in April, we
will be holding a series of meetings for Lent. These meetings will start at
2.00pm and will be led by Rev’d. John Mason. The resources for our
meetings have been prepared by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland
and titled “Inspirational Scripture”. Please feel free to come and join us
even if you do not come to the Lunch Club.
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SMILE LINES
Church Magazine Bloomers
When you know what they meant, but what they actually said was..

The senior choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys
sinning to see the organist after the service.

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and
gracious hostility.

Parish Supper Sunday at Spm - prayer and medication to follow.

Don't forget the Singles Progressive Dinner. Attire is optional.

School Days

Physics Professor: “What happens when the human body is immersed in
warm water?”
Student: “The telephone rings.”

kkkdd

| This made me smile when Cathryn sent it ...
| found when she and Lesley were clearing their
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St. Alban’s and St. John’s

Diary Page for March 2020
Sunday Ist First Sunday of Lent
8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Family Service
Wednesday 4th  9.30am Holy Eucharist
Sunday 8th Second Sunday of Lent
8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Sung Eucharist
Thursday  12th  9.30am Holy Eucharist
Sunday 15th Third Sunday of Lent
8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Sung Eucharist
Wednesday 18th  9.30am Holy Eucharist
Sunday 22nd Fourth Sunday of Lent
8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Sung Eucharist
Thursday  26th  9.30am Holy Eucharist
Sunday 29th Fifth Sunday of Lent
8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Sung Eucharist
22nd March
i ViULlLICl g \ s
03; ks SUNdAda . :g}‘
" Sl F R
e a t TPy
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St. Alban’s and St. John’s

Sunday Readings, March 2020:

st 8th 15th

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Genesis 12:1-4a Exodus 17:1-7
Romans 5:12-19 Romans 4:1-5. 13-17 Romans 5:1-11
Matthew 4:1-11 John 3:1-17 John 4: 5-42
22nd 29th

1 Samuel 16:1-13 Ezekiel 37:1-14
Ephesians 5:8-14 Romans 8:6-11
John 9 John 11:1-45

St. John’s collections for January 2020

5th 12th 19th 26th
£58 £45 £74 £60
Bankers Orders: £49.

If you have any suggestions, comments or requests
regarding the magazine, or for anyone thinking of
sending in their contribution for publication, please
email it to magazine@StAlbansEarsdon.org.uk
or call Jean on 0191 2377273.
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STRETTLE of Newcastle Ltd.

Office, showrooms and works:
Mooredge Road, Shiremoor
Newcastle upon Tyne. NE27 OHU
Tel: (0191) 253 3222
: Tel: (0191) 252 8222 (24 hours)
" ‘A familiar name with a service you can trust.’
Strettle Memorials — Monumental Sculptors
Strettle Funeral Management — Funeral Directors

f

P A Bay Podiatry

Professional Footcare
Fully qualified HCPC Registered Podiatrists

5 Claremont Crescent
Whitley Lodge Shopping Centre
(next to Tesco)

Whitley Bay
NE26 3HL

(0191) 252 4441
admin@baypodiatry.co.uk
www.baypodiatry.co.uk

Home visits available on request.

Haydn Fairley Electrician

All types of electrical work undertaken-
anything from a socket to a full house re-wire
Burglar alarms also installed
For a free, no obligation estimate

Telephone: (0191) 253 2299

26




Earsd

plants cen

re

Join us for Afternoon tea.
Bookable 24 hours before
0191 2970375

p—

Barsdon Plants Centre, Barsdon, Whitley Bay, Tyne
anol Wear Ne259TR  earsdonplantscentre@live.co.uk
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SUDOKU

Complete the 9x9 grid with digits so that each
column, each row, and each of the nine 3x3 blocks
contains all of the digits from 1 to 9.

2 3141

Please note - all material for next month’s magazine
(April) will need to be in before Wednesday 25th
March 2020. Thank you, Jean.
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[he co-operative

Our caring staff are here to listen and advise you
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Full range of monumental masonry

Forest Hall Station Road
0191 259 9964

North Shields Billy Mill Avenue
0191 258 0025

Tynemouth Percy Park Road
0191 252 5151

Whitley Bay Algernon Place
0191 252 5151

Wallsend 105-109 High Street West
0191 262 5100

www.co-operativefuneralcare.co.uk
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Marti’s Musings 72

Lent greetings to everyone. [ hope you are all considering your sins and
doing more good deeds. I’m trying not to bark at other dogs and
snuggling with my humans more as it makes everyone happier.

We had great fun at the shrove Tuesday pancake quiz. Craig was, as ever,
an excellent quiz master and he must have listened to me as this year we
actually won! My team, Marti’s Marauders got the most points! Good
team effort with a lovely wine reward. The pancakes were delicious and I
got several yummy treats from Jean. It was good to see all our newly
confirmed family taking part too.

Mum came in the next day with a black cross on her forehead from the
Ash Wednesday service at Backworth. She said it was low in numbers but
high in feeling. A lovely service.

It’s so nice to see the little bursts of colour in the garden from the purple
crocuses and snowdrops. I can’t wait for the tulips from Amsterdam to
start flowering!

Open gardens this year?
Lots of ashings

Marti xxx
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WORDSEARCH

Lent lasts for 40 days. Sundays in Lent are ‘oases’; as Sunday is never a
day of fasting, but a weekly celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.
Christians have used Lent as their ‘40 days in the wilderness’, when they
set aside the indulgences of life and instead look inward, seeking spiritual
renewal and growth. Lent looks towards the Cross and the Empty Tomb,
with the assurance of redemption and new life in Christ. The daffodils in
our gardens are golden trumpets to proclaim the wonderful message of
Easter! The English word for Lent is not at all religious; it is an
abbreviation of the Old English word ‘lencten’, or ‘lengthen’. At last
winter is over, and the days are getting longer...

Lent

Forty

Days
Sundays
Fasting
Weekly
Celebration
Resurrection
Jesus
Wilderness
Indulgences
Inward
Spiritual
Renewal
Growth
Cross
Empty
Tomb
Redemption
Daffodils
Lencten
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Church Contacts

Earsdon Methodists:

Minister

Rev’d John Mason, 61 Ingleside Road, North Shields NE29 9PB. Tel: 2908745
Email jmason4468@gmail.com

Church Council Secretary

Mrs. A. Blakey, 14 Hesleyside Road, Whitley Bay, NE25 9HB. Tel:251 9813
Church Treasurer

Mr Ian Nicholson, 28 Huntly Road, Whitley Bay, NE25 9UR. Tel: 252 9564
Church Stewards

Mr N Bloomfield 2 James Avenue, Shiremoor, NE27 0QU. Tel: 253 3340
Mrs S Bowen 7 Woodside, Prudhoe, NE42 5PH. Tel: 01661 835811

Mrs B Henderson 46 Kingston Drive, Whitley Bay, NE26 1]J. Tel: 291 3678

St. Alban’s Earsdon:

Vicar

Rev’d. Tim Mayfield, 5 Front Street, Earsdon, Whitley Bay NE25 9JU

Tel: 2529393

Reader

Edward Newton, 10 Hesleyside Rd., South Wellfield, Whitley Bay , NE25 9HB
Tel: 2528977

Church wardens

Mr R Swindells 81 St. Mary’s Avenue, Whitley Bay, NE26 3TS. Tel:252 3919
Mr G Hugman 17 Chollerford Mews, Holywell, NE25 0TX. Tel : 237 3705
PCC Secretary

Mrs P Hugman, 17 Chollerford Mews, Holywell, NE25 0TX. Tel : 237 3705
PCC Treasurer

Mrs P Newton, 10 Hesleyside Rd., South Wellfield, Whitley Bay, .NE25 9HB
Tel: 2528977

St. John’s Backworth:

Vicar

Rev’d. Tim Mayfield, 5 Front Street, Earsdon, Whitley Bay NE25 9JU

Tel: 2529393

Reader

Edward Newton 10 Hesleyside Rd., South Wellfield, Whitley Bay NE25 9HB

Tel: 2528977

Assistant Church warden

Mrs M Oliver 10 Melrose Avenue, Backworth, Newcastle NE27 0JD Tel: 268 4334
Treasurer

Mrs M Oliver 10 Melrose Avenue, Backworth, Newcastle NE27 0JD Tel: 268 4334

Our Lady, Star of the Sea :
Mgr. Andrew Faley Tel: 252 8021
Parish Office Tel: 252 7066- only open on Weds & Thursdays from 10am to 1pm.

Website: www.stalbansearsdon.co.uk
Church Views magazine email: magazine@stalbansearsdon.org.uk
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